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Energy Transition as an Operational Advantage for the Military
Energy transition is discussed worldwide on a daily basis, except in most Ministries of Defence and
the military. Currently, military capabilities are being built running on regular diesel fuel with an
intended service life of 40 years. However, when energy transition continues at the current pace,
availability of fossil fuels could be an issue in less than 20 years. Time for action!
A working group of EDTA and EuroDéfense has written a report on Energy Transition based on
contributions received from member associations in France, Germany, Spain, the Netherlands and
the UK as well as topical on-line research in NATO, EDA, European Nations and industries.
The report focuses on the policies, need and options for use of sustainable energy in major military
combat systems like naval vessels, aircraft, vehicles and in military compounds, especially during
operations.
Energy transition could be a necessity to adapt to in a new fossil fuel free society and an opportunity
to achieve a smaller logistical footprint or more effective military capabilities.
The EDTA-EURODEFENSE report provides five recommendations for the energy transition in
European defence. In short these are:
1. Each Member State to consider Energy as a physical environment like sea, ground, air and cyber,
2. Each Member State to establish a national governance in charge of energy transition and
promote it in military circles as an opportunity for an operational advantage,
3. Actively monitor and select civilian energy transition technologies suitable for major military
capabilities at the D
 irectorate-General for Energy (DG ENER) of the European Commission in
cooperation with the European Defence Agency (EDA),
4. Coordinate defence related research and implementation of long-term solutions at EDA,
5. Use the opportunity of the European Defence Fund (EDF) and require an Energy Transition
paragraph in each proposal.
Download the full report at www.fedta.eu in News
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About EDTA
The Federation of European Defence Technology Associations (EDTA) was established in 1992 on the
initiative of the ministers of the then Independent European Planning Group (IEPG) and aims to
enhance cooperation and professional relationships among its members. It does so by information
exchange, promotion of conferences and promotion of public interest in defence industry and
technology. EDTA is mainly active in the defence technology and defence industry sector.
The federation has 11 member associations in 10 European nations with a total of over 6000
individual and 400 corporate members.
For more information: www.fedta.eu

About EURODEFENSE
Established in 1994, the EURODEFENSE network aims to foster the awareness of the common
interests of European countries, to develop a greater sense of European defence and to support the
implementation of the Common Security and Defence Policy. To achieve this goal, EURODEFENSE is
mainly active in the defence and diplomatic sector.
The EURODEFENSE network has 14 national associations in as many European nations.
For more information: www.euro-defense.eu.
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